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Significance:
Part 2 Development of standards

Part 5 Mon itoring instruments

Recent projects of mon itoring Power Quality in AC  systems have focused on voltage surges rather than current

surges.  The predictab le results of such monitoring  – low apparent surge voltages – which  in fact only monitors

whatever limiting voltage is allowed  by the proliferating SPDs and PCs, do not reflect the surge activity, now confined

to surge currents flowing into the “attractive” paths of the SPDs and the capacitors included in the switch-mode power

supplies of PCs (and  other electronic appliances).

At standard-writing times, questions have emerged  as to why men tion “large” surges when  monitoring shows only low

voltages.  W ith proper perspective, it becomes apparent that the proliferation of these voltage-limiting, surge-

absorb ing SPD s and PCs are the explanation.  W hile voltage surges might now

no longer be a threat, the possibility of substantial curren t surges is indeed  a threat to equipm ent.
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